09/07/2004 15:23 FAX 631 549 0404 



STRIKER & STRIKER 



US PTO 



12)004 



In the claims: 

1. (Currently amended) Textile machine comprising at least 
one dust removal Hfwira retaining said dust remova l device having at least 
one electrostatically chargeable dust collector element (1 6)-anete, means for 
charging said dust collector element (16). and means (24, 25) for removing 
dust collected with the dust collector element (16). 

2. (Original) Textile machine according to Claim 1 and being 
designed as a circular knitting machine. 

Claims 3-4 cancelled. 

5. (Currently amended) Textile machine according to claim 
313. wherein a station (21) determined for electrostatic charging is 
associated with said collector element (16) and wherein said means for 
removing the dust has a station (24) determined for discharging said 
collector element (16) and a dust removal device (25). 

Claim 6 cancelled. 

-2- 



PAGE 4/38 * RCVD AT 9/7/2004 3:20:20 PWI [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1J2 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID.631 549 0404 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-04 



09/07/2004 15:25 FAX 631 549 0404 



STRIKER & STRIKER 



US PTO 



@005 



7. (Original) Textile machine according to daim 2, and further 
comprising a plurality of thread feed devices (9) distributed around a 
rotational axis (3), wherein said collector element (16) is assigned to said 
thread feed devices (9). 

Claim 8 cancelled. 

9. (Currently amended) Textile machine according to one of 
Claim 313, wherein a plurality of guide rollers (17) and at least one drive 
roller (17a) are provided for said collector element (16). 

1 0. (Currently amended) Textile machine according to one of 
Claim 61^, wherein a plurality of guide rollers (17) and at least one drive 
roller (17a) are provided for said collector element (16) and at least one 
guide roller (17b) is provided at said station (21) determined for charging, 
said at least one guide roller (17b) being made from a conductive material. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) Textile machine according to Claim 
613, wherein a plurality of guide rollers (17) and at least one drive roller (17a) 
are provided for said collector element (16) and wherein at least one guide 
roller (17b) is provided at said station (21) determined for charging, said at 
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least one guide roller (17b) being made from a conductive material whereas 
other rollers of said plurality of guide rollers (17) are made of a non- 
conductive material. 

12. (Original) Textile machine according to claim 10, wherein 
said at least one guide roller (17b) is configured as an exciter roller. 

13. (New) Textile machine comprising at least one dust 
removal device containing at least one electrostatically chargeable dust 
collector element (16) and a means (24, 25) for removing dust collected with 
the dust collector element (16), wherein said collector element (16) contains 
a moveable belt made from high-resistance material, said belt being 
arranged for the transport of dust to a central dust removal point. 

14. (New) Textile machine comprising at least one dust 
removal device containing at least one electrostatically chargeable dust 
collector element (16) and a means (24, 25) for removing dust collected with 
the dust collector element (1 6), wherein said collector element (1 6) contains 
a moveable belt made from high-resistance material, said belt being 
arranged for the transport of dust to a central dust removal point. 
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15. (New) Textile machine comprising at least one dust 
removal device containing at least one electrostatically chargeable dust 
collector element (16) and a means (24, 25) for removing dust collected with 
the dust collector element (1 6), wherein said dust collector element (1 6) has 
at least one continuous belt rotating around a rotational axis (3) of said 
circular knitting machine. 

16. (New) Textile machine comprising at least one dust 
removal device containing at least one electrostatically chargeable dust 
collector element (1 6) and a means (24, 25) for removing dust collected with 
the dust collector element (16). wherein the textile machine being designed 
as a circular knitting machine, and a plurality of thread feed devices (9, 10), 
which are distributed around a rotational axis (3) and arranged in at least two 
planes lying one above the other, and wherein said dust removal device for 
each plane has at least one continuous, circulating collector element (16) 
and a means (24, 25) associated with said element (16) for the removal of 
dust. 
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